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Hazardous waste center to open June

B Douglasand Sarpy County residentscan
disposeof certain household products by
appointment at the new facility.

By Rick RUGGLES
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

If you live in Douglas or
Sarpy County, you'll soon havea
place to dispose of old paints,
lawn chemicals, motor oil and
other hazardouswaste.

After considerable delay, the
City of Omaha's household haz-
ardouswastefacility, called Un-
der theSink, will officially open
Junel.

The center was expected to
open last year, but problems
with the roof, floor and furnace
ledtonumerousdelays.

"There was a combination of
issues," City Public Works Di-
rectorHank Vieregger said.

The general contractor, Up-
land Construction Co., was not
penalized. The problems were
attributable to subcontractors,
said Bob Sink, the city's envi-
ronmental servicesmanager.

The $1.2 million center has
undergone a test period since
May 10, with people who have
registered at home showsor on-
linefor dropoffs. About 20drop-
offsper day have beenaccepted
fromthosepeople.

"It's just a shakedown
cruise," Sink said of the drop-
offsaccepted thismonth.

Appointmentswill betakenin
15-minuteintervals.

Public works administrators
said they want the center's

small staff tohavetimetotalk to
people about what kind of ma-
terial they are handlingand how
old it is. Household hazardous
wastes can cause burns and
fires, and can produce toxic
gasesand fumes.

On the other hand, Sink said,
if apersonhasaproduct catego-
rized as a household hazardous
waste, that doesn't mean it
should be disposed of immedi-
ately.

"If you've got material that
can be used, use it," Sink said.
"Useit for what it wasintended
tobeusedfor."

Only Douglas and Sarpy
County residents may use the
center at this time, although
that might changeeventually.

The city has set up a shopin
thecenter where unopened con-
tainersof paintandother mater-
ials will be given away to those
who can usethem.

Under the Sink

What: Household wastefacility
at4001S.120th St.

Public hours: Wednesdays, 9
am.to5p.m.; Thursdays, 9

am. t06:30 p.m.; Fridays,9
a.m.to5p.m.; Saturdays, 9

a.m.tolp.m.

How touse: Dropoffshy
appointment only. Call
444-7465 beginning Tuesday.

What's acceptable: Batteries,
paint, old medicine, fluorescent
tubes, lavnand garden
chemicals, motor oil, devices
containing mercury, other items. |

What's not acceptable:
Garbage, gasoline, propane
tanks, explosives, ammunition,
tires, appliances, electronics,
smokedetectors, asbestos,
radioactive material, wastefrom |
businesses.

Cost: Free.




