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Construction will begin next week at 4001 S. 120th St. on this $1.2 million facility for recycling household prod-
ucts that cannot safely be dumped in landfills,

Omaha center will recycle
household hazardous waste

‘M A new building to dispose of such
materials as paint and pesticides will be in
‘operation by next spring,

By NancY GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

After more than 15 years of
talking and six years of serious
planning, an Omaha area recy-
cling center for household haz-
ardous waste is under way.

Construction will begin next
week on a $1.2 million facility for
the safe disposal and recycling of
household hazardous waste. By
next spring, Douglas and Sarpy
County residents will have a free
place to drop off old paint, pesti-
cides and cleaners.

Not only that, people will be
able to pick up, at reduced or no
cost, other residents’ unused but
still usable pesticides, paints and
other household products.

Groundbreaking took - place
Monday at a gravel and dirt lot
just off Interstate 80 at 4001 S.
120th St. Eight people turned a

ceremonial spade, and several
gave formal remarks as about 50
people looked on. '

The new facility, the second in
the state, addresses a pressing
need, said Joe Francis, associate
director of the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality.

Household chemicals are the
“most potent part” of municipal
trash still going to local landfills,

Francis said. “The more that we

can keep out, the better.”
Nebraska, he said, no longer
lags behind the rest of the coun-
try in how it handles its waste.
“Nebraska has really leap-
frogged to where it needs to be,”

Francis said. “We’ll be able to

look our children in the eyes and
tell them that they won’t have to
pay for our transgressions.”
That so many people turned
out for the groundbreaking de-
spite Monday’s heat was a reflec-

tion of the collaboration that is
making the facility areality.

Money for the center will come
from trash fees at the Douglas
and Sarpy County Landfills,
grants from the Nebraska De-
partment of Environmental
Quality, the Environmental
Trust, the Peter Kiewit Founda-
tion, the City of Omaha, The
Omaha World-Herald Founda-
tion and various other groups.

“This is a shining example of
what committed people can do
when they work together,”
Mayor Mike Fahey told those
gathered.

The average household
generates about 20 pounds of
hazardous waste a year, Fahey
said, and until now, there has
been no place to safely dispose of
or recycle those chemicals. Un-
needed chemicals sitting in base-
ments and garages pose a risk to
children. And when people dis-
pose of the chemicals they may
be putting trash haulers and the
environment at risk.

“This facility will make all of
our homes and neighborhoods
safer,” the mayor said.



